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21 years of training,
placements &
ongoing support
This year we celebrated the StrausAmiel and Beren-Amiel Institute’s 21st
year and entered the 22nd year of
operation.
During these years we have trained
more than 1,000 students, with over
500 couples and young families going
on to serve the Jewish people
throughout the world.
Currently there are 200 couples
working in communities worldwide.

Happy 22nd!
Beginning in September 2020 a
new cohort of 22 couples, men and
women, will begin their studies.
The impact of coronavirus on the
world at large and the Jewish world
in particular means that this year
we are forced to accept fewer
couples into the training program.
This past year we also taught
several sessions via Zoom, to try
and minimize the impact on our
studies.
The aim of the training program is
to
help
create
sensitive,
knowledgeable & approachable
spiritual leaders who will work to
bring their community members
closer to their Judaism and
heritage.

Subjects studied
include:
• Halacha
• Public speaking and rhetorical skills
• Voice production
• Leadership training
• Organization and administration
• Media and public relations
• Interpersonal relationships
• Jewish education in the Diaspora
• Multimedia
• Social media
• Marketing
• Fundraising
• Family counselling
• Community planning
• Event planning
• Community programming
• Moral & ethical challenges
• Jewish thought
• Lesson planning
• The social and demographic make-up of
world Jewry

Rabbinic &
educational
conferences
The importance of training does end
when the students leave the
classroom but continues in the field
as well. As such, we hold annual
conferences to discuss the burning
issues of the day, to spend time
together and recharge batteries.
This year, a women’s conference was
held in Sophia, Bulgaria, and a twoday intensive study session was held
in Warsaw, Poland, for community
rabbis from Poland and Germany.
We had planned on several other
both long and short conferences
until coronavirus interrupted our
plans.

The impact of
Coronavirus
The second half of the academic year
was hit hard by the outbreak of a
global
pandemic.
This
caused
numerous interruptions to our travel
plans, scheduled conferences and
visits to emissaries around the world,
and of course to our teaching in the
classroom.
This challenging time also created
opportunities to further strengthen
our ties with our emissaries as we set
about trying to help them in any way
possible, from logistical support to
suggesting ideas for community
programming,
and
of
course,
answering halachic questions unique
to this time.
We scheduled several Zoom talks on
subjects from an introduction to Zoom,
questions of death, burial & cremation
and violence in the family.

The impact of
Coronavirus
The vast majority of our families serving communities
globally continued their mission in their communities.
They helped organize food packages for those in
quarantine, continued teaching their students and
ensured the continuation of Jewish life.
Those who returned to Israel also continued to be in
contact, to teach and inspire from afar. For example, Rabbi
Bentzi Toyber was advised by the community to return to
Israel for the time being. During his time in Israel he was
called up for military reserve duty. He took the
opportunity to livestream to his students in Brazil some of
what he and the army were doing to protect the citizens
of the State of Israel (with the permission of the army
censor, of course).

The impact of
Coronavirus
In preparation for Purim, Pesach and the High
Holidays, we prepared detailed guides dealing
with questions of halacha and ideas for
community programming.
In addition, we created a video explaining the
basics of sounding the shofar in the knowledge
that this year many people won’t be abler to hear
the shofar in the synagogue and may have to
blow for themselves at home.
Furthermore, we wrote a guide for a suggested
ceremony when returning to the synagogue.
Purim Guide (Hebrew, English)
Pesach Guide (Hebrew, English, Spanish)
High Holiday Guide (Hebrew, English)
How to sound the shofar (English, Spanish subtitles)
Ceremony for returning to the Synagogue (Hebrew)

The impact of
Coronavirus
While unable to travel, this has not
prevented our ability to help, respond to
questions, suggest ideas and support
communities globally.
In this article (in Hebrew) I detail some of
the question we received, and some of
my thoughts about the future of Jewish
life in the Diaspora.

In a vlog with the well known Kikar
HaShabbat website, I spoke about the
lost tribes and distant communities, from
Djerba, Ethiopia, India and more, and the
impact of coronavirus on these and other
Jewish communities around the world.

Graduation
ceremony
This year’s graduation ceremony was
unlike anything in our history: outdorrs,
social distancing and masks were the
order of the day, and it was
livestreamed via Zoom for the benefit
of parents and friends who were unable
to make it physically.
“It is especially during this period of
Covid-19 that we want to be with
Diaspora Jewry, so that we can get
through these times together. I’m
privileged to have the opportunity to
fulfil my duty to my brothers and sisters
in the Diaspora,” said graduates’
representative, Avital Kaszovitz.

Strengthening the
connection
between Israel &
the Diaspora
Ohr Torah Stone & Straus-Amiel
were co-sponsors of Makor Rishon’s
first
international
Diaspora
Conference.
A host of speakers present and
panels discussed, over the course of
three days, a wide range of topics.
I presented TED-type talk on the
future of the Jewish people (link
here) and participated in a panel
titled “Can one be an emissary by
Zoom?” (link here).
The conference ended with an
international tish – songs and stories
from around the world led by our
shlichim (link here).

New
placements

At this time of year, we would normally be sending dozens of new shlichim to
communities across the world and also helping current shlichim find their next
station. The emissaries below will depart for their communities as soon as travel
restrictions are lifted.
This year due to travel restrictions and the economic situation in which many
communities find themselves. These numbers are slightly lower than usual.
We look forward to a time when we can once again bid farewell to our shlichim at
Ben Gurion airport as they embark on their journey towards the Jewish people
wherever they may be.

Daniella & David Basok
Tallinn, Estonia

Kedma & Eli Lifshitz
Ottawa, Canada

Ayala & Eliran Shabo
Athens, Greece

Avital & Netanel Kaszovitz
Nairobi, Kenya

Deborah & Avi Scharf
Malmo, Sweden

Rivka & Dan Tobaly
Washington D.C., USA

Yael & Gavriel Vital
Rosario, Argentina

Rav Olami

I’m continuing to write articles in the Shabbat supplement of
Makor Rishon.
These articles detail my research into well-known and less wellknown communities across the Jewish world; unique halachic
questions that arise in the Diaspora; and about the challenges
facing the Jewish world and the processes that communities large
and small are undergoing.
I have just penned an article on 120 days of not travelling! You
can find a link to the translated article here.
The original article, in Hebrew, can be found here.

A time for every
item
I recently started a new video
blog – in Hebrew – that tells the
story of communities around
the world, but through unique
items from each community.
For example:
• An 18th Century haggada
from India
• The small oven used for
baking matza in Belmonte,
Portugal
• A unique synagogue notice
board from the Amazon

Conversion & personal
status Bet Din
I continue to serve as a judge at the Israeli Chief
Rabbinate’s Conversion Court. I am also responsible
for verifying the personal Jewish status for people
from Latin America, Spain, Portugal and Italy who
register to be married through the Chief Rabbinate.
According to the new rules, anyone who immigrated
to Israel after 1991 and anyone who does not have
the appropriate documents must undergo a brief
procedure of clarifying and verifying their Jewish
status so that they can register for a marriage license.
I aim to help more than 500 cases every year.

Conversion
ulpan
Renana, my wife, runs Ohr Torah
Stone’s conversion ulpan. Over 100
students a year participate in classes
in Spanish, Portuguese, Italian,
English and Hebrew. Students live in
Israel and are also sent from abroad
to study.
Students learn through the prism of
"Judaism: a love story" on an
intellectual, emotional and practical
level, and complete the process in
front of an Israeli Chief Rabbinate
Bet Din.
Each student is assigned to a family
that serves as their personal guide.
Many students live in Kibbutz Migdal
Oz and have an adopting family who
provide a support system during the
conversion process.

Converts’
weddings in Israel
Often, couples who come to Israel
from overseas, or converts who have
just finished their conversion
process, seek to be married through
the Institute.
We have the merit and great
pleasure in holding a number of
weddings a year, bringing joy to the
couples, their families and friends.
Such days are important and special
events in the Institute’s calendar,
with each wedding bringing its
unique story, adding another
building block to the Jewish people.

